JAN. 4.2006 2:55PM 



NO. 5621 P. 3/8 



Application No.: 10/627.569 
Docket No.: SS3295USNA 

Page 2 

Amendments to Claims 

1 (currently amended). A multiple component spunbond nonwoven web 
compnsing polymeric sheath-core substantially continuous spunbond fibers wherein 
the sheath component comprises a blend comprising polyethylene and between 
about 5 and 30 weight percent of an acid copolymer selected from the group 
consisting of copolymers of ethylene with methacrylic acid, coppers nf^ a , c „, 
of ethylene with methacrylir arid , copolymers of m^l salts of gthv/lano m acry | ic 
acid, or a combination thereo f, m otn l safe of sa i d cop o lym nn r, nnd blon d e U. u uof, 
the core component comprises a polymer selected from the group consisting of 
polyesters and polyamides, and the weight ratio of sheath component to core 
component is between about 10:90 and 90:10, wherein the snunbond web is 
thermally bonded and has a ratio of orab t e nsile strennth to basis weioht nf at i» ac t 
0.66 N perq/m 2 in both the machine di r ection and the cross-direction 

2 (cancelled). 

3 (currently amended). The multiple component spunbond web of claim 12, 
wherein the spunbond web is thermally bonded with a pattern of intermittent thermal 
bonds. 

4 (currently amended). The multiple component spunbond nonwoven web of 
claim 1 2, wherein the core component is substantially free of acid copolymer. 

5 (original). The multiple component spunbond web of claim 4, wherein the 
weight ratio of sheath component to core component is between about 40 60 to 
60:40. 

6 (currently amended). The multiple component spunbond web of claim 4, 
wherein the polyethylene in the sheath component is linear low density polyethylene, 
the acid copolymer is a copolymer of ethylene and in nniH i n l r ot rri fr o m the g rc u p ' 
c onsisting of acrylic acid , methacrylic acid , and blonds thorcof -, the acid copolymer 
has an acid content between about 4 and 20 weight percent, and the core component 
comprises poly(ethylene terephthalate). 

7 (original). The multiple component spunbond web of claim 4, wherein the 
polyethylene in the sheath component is linear low density polyethylene, the acid 
copolymer is a metal salt of a copolymer of ethylene and an acid selected from the 
group consisting of acrylic acid, methacrylic acid , and blends thereof, the acid 
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copolymer has an acid content between about 5 to 25 weight percent, and the core 
component comprises polyethylene terephthalate). 

8 (withdrawn). A multi-layer composite sheet comprising; 

a first multiple component spunbond nonwoven web according to claim 1 
having a first side and a second side; and 

a sheet-like layer thermally bonded to the first side of the multiple 
component spunbond nonwoven web, the sheet-like layer selected from the group 
consisting of nonwoven webs, woven fabrics, knit fabrics, and films. 

9 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 8 wherein the sheet- 
like layer is a nonwoven web selected from the group consisting of meltblown webs 
and spunlaced webs. 

10 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 9 wherein the sheet- 
like layer is a spunlaced web comprising polyester fibers. 

1 1 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 9 wherein the sheet- 
like layer is a meltblown web comprising meltblown fibers having an outer peripheral 
surface comprising polyester. 

12 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 8, further comprising 
a second multiple component spunbond nonwoven web according to claim 1 , 
wherein the sheet-like layer is sandwiched between and thermally bonded to'the first 
and second spunbond layers. 

13 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 12, wherein the core 
components of both the first and second multiple component spunbond webs are 
substantially free of acid copolymer. 

14 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 13, wherein the 
sheet-like layer is a meltblown web comprising meltblown fibers having an outer 
peripheral surface comprising polyester. 

15 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 14, wherein the 
meltblown fibers are bicomponent fibers. 
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16 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 15 wherein the 
meltblown fibers further comprise linear low density polyethylene and the linear low 
dens.ty polyethylene and polyester components in the meltblown fibers are arranged 
in a side-by-side configuration. 

17 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 14 wherein the 
polyethylene in the sheath component of the spunbond fibers of the first and second 
multiple component spunbond webs is linear low density polyethylene, the acid 
copolymer is a copolymer of ethylene and an acid comonomer selected from the 
group consisting of acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, and blends thereof, the acid 
copolymer has an acid content between about 4 and 20 weight percent, and the core 
component of the spunbond fibers of the first and second multiple component webs 
comprises polyethylene terephthalate). 

18 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet of claim 10 wherein the 
polyethylene in the sheath component of the spunbond fibers of the first and second 
multiple component spunbond webs is linear low density polyethylene, the acid 
copolymer is a copolymer of ethylene and an acid comonomer selected from the 
group consisting of acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, and blends thereof, the acid 
copolymer has an acid content between about 4 and 20 weight percent, and the core 
component of the spunbond fibers of the first and second multiple component webs 
comprises poly(ethylene terephthalate). 

1 9 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet according to claim 8 further 
comprising a second sheet-like layer thermally bonded to the second side of the 
multiple component spunbond nonwoven web so that the multiple component 
spunbond web is sandwiched between the sheet-like layers, wherein the second 
sheet-like layer is selected from the group consisting of nonwoven webs, woven 
fabrics, knit fabrics, and films. 

20 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet according to claim 19 
wherein the first and second sheet-like layers are selected from the group consisting 
of spunlaced webs, spunbond webs, knit fabrics, and woven fabrics. 

21 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet according to claim 20 
wherein the sheet-like layers are thermally point bonded to the multiple component 
spunbond web. 
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22 (withdrawn). The multi-layer composite sheet according to claim 21 
wherein the first and second sheet-like layers comprise spunlaced webs. 
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